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Conceptual note and agenda 

 

Ethics is a core condition for the legitimacy, credibility, and public value of official statistics. 
The United Nations Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics place professional 
independence, impartiality, scientific methods, confidentiality, transparency, and equal 
access at the center of statistical work. In particular, the Fundamental Principles recognize 
that public trust depends not only on technical quality, but also on adherence to 
professional standards and ethical conduct. 

The importance of ethics has grown as national statistical offices and national statistical 
systems increasingly use administrative records, integrated data sources, privately held 
data, geospatial information, machine learning, artificial intelligence, and new forms of 
dissemination. These innovations can improve the timeliness, relevance, and granularity of 
official statistics, but they also raise practical questions related to privacy, fairness, 
transparency, proportionality, accountability, inclusion, and public trust. 

The recent publication of the UNECE report Ethics in Official Statistics: Foundations and 
Practices to Foster Public Trust provides a timely opportunity to discuss these issues and 
exchange experiences with countries in Latin America and the Caribbean. For the region, the 
topic is especially relevant in the context of statistical modernization, the increased use of 
administrative and non-traditional data sources, and the need to preserve and strengthen 
public trust in official statistics. 

The publication offers a practical framework for understanding and managing ethical issues 
in official statistics. It addresses ethical principles, ethical considerations across the 
statistical production process, ethics governance, organizational culture, and real-world 
dilemmas faced by statistical organizations. 

 
1 For speakers, it is recommended to have the Webex application installed on your computer. 
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In this context, the purpose of the webinar is to share European and international 
experiences with the statistical community of Latin America and the Caribbean, focusing on 
how ethics can be operationalized in official statistics. 

 

Agenda 

Time zone: UTC−4 

11:00–11:05 Opening remarks — Rolando Ocampo, Director, Statistics Division, ECLAC 

11:05–11:25 Presentation — Tetyana Kolomiyets, UNECE Statistical Division 

11:25–11:40 Presentation — Angela Leonetti, Istat 

11:40–11:55 Presentation — Martin Beaulieu, Statistics Canada 

11:55–12:10 Comments and questions 

12:10 Closing 

Moderator: Aylin Flores, INE Chile 

 


